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The	Supremacy	of	Christ	
	

I invite you to open your Bibles to the book of Hebrews, chapter 1. Hebrews, chapter 1 Last week, we 
began, what is going to be an expository series through the book of Hebrews. And we are on week two. 
At Crossroads Church we believe in the inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible, every word inspired, 
every word meaningful, and thorough. So, we go through books of the Bible, verse by verse and let the 
text set the agenda, and let God speak to us from his word, as he intends to reveal himself. So, 
Hebrews chapter one, we considered the first one and a half verses last Sunday. Today we are going 
to consider verses two through four important verses in the New Testament important verses in the 
book of Hebrews. So, you can follow along with me beginning in verse one.   
 
“Long ago at many times, and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets. But in these 
last days, he has spoken to us by His Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 
he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God, and the exact imprint of his nature. And he 
upholds the universe, by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty, on high, having become as much superior to angels, as the name he has 
inherited, is more excellent than theirs.” (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
 
Let's pray.  
 
Oh, God, we thank you, that you are not silent. You have spoken to us in these last days in your Son.  It 
is a feeble effort to try to articulate and expound upon the glories of Christ. There are so many, so 
manifold. So, Lord, I pray for your help that the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart 
would be acceptable in your sight. And I pray for those hearing your word proclaimed. Or that they 
would hear and believe. Or they would see Christ for who he is. And Lord, that You would embolden us 
to serve Christ faithfully as we go from here. or speak to us from Your Word, and carry your word by 
your spirit, to illumine our minds and our hearts and be exalted now. As we seek to understand your 
word, by submitting to its authority, and its truth. Thank you for truth, unchanging, unshakable truth. 
That is a rock that we stand on. We pray these things in the name of Jesus. Amen.   
 
Pastor and theologian Sinclair Ferguson was preaching at a conference and his friend was in the 
audience listening and after the sermon he witnessed another man in the audience turned to his friend 
and say, "Wasn't that great?"  And the man responded by saying, "Didn't do anything for me." Now 
that's the response no pastor wants to hear from anyone who hears his preaching. Sadly, I fear that for 
many people in churches that would be their response to preaching that is heavy on theology and light 
on application. We are a people who wants practicalities. Tell me what I must do. Theology seems 
often so abstract, so distant, so inconsequential, and irrelevant.  But nothing could be further from the 
truth.  
 
Sometimes the application that we all need to hear, as I have said before, stealing this from another 
pastor is this, here's your application, BEHOLD YOUR GOD. And that is really my goal this morning. 
Here's the thrust of this sermon. Behold, your God in the person of Jesus Christ. It might suggest that 
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nothing is more important than knowing Christ.  Nothing.  We saw last week from verse one, that God 
has spoken definitively, climactically, and with finality, in his Son. I wonder how many Christians will run 
to get the latest book from the man or woman who claims some kind of radical experience like going to 
heaven, and then telling everyone about his experiences in the book, he just had to write. But we spend 
so little time studying, thinking, reflecting on the Son. And yet God has said his spoken in his Son.  
Others share experiences that I don't find compelling. I want to know what God has said in his Son.  
 
So, my main point for today. Behold your God in the person of Jesus Christ. This is where the author 
begins his letter. First four verses are absolutely breathtaking. It's like he has all the enthusiasm of a 
child showing off his artwork to Dad. [He says], “Dad look at this part and look at this part. And look at 
this part.  Dad, you got to see this part.”  And it's like the author has all that kind of enthusiasm as he's 
saying to us, "Look, look at Jesus. Don't miss this and don't miss this. And don't miss this. Look, look 
right here." [He’s saying to us], ”Six statements, taking us from Jesus's exaltation, and to his 
enthronement and look at his humanity and his inheritance and look at his divinity and his creative 
power and look at his divine nature and glory and look at his priestly work of purification and look here 
at his kingship and his power, you've got to see it all.“  And that's what we want to do. So, I'm going to 
take those six statements and put them in five points.   
 
Number one. Behold, His exaltation as the incarnate Son.  Behold His exaltation as the incarnate Son.  
Verse two. But in these last days, he has spoken to us by His Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things. Every little phrase matters. Let's not run past them too quickly. The son, Jesus Christ has been 
appointed heir of all things, all things are his inheritance. What does that mean? Well, have you ever 
received an inheritance maybe from Mom or Dad or Grandma or Grandpa?  They left you some money 
or some painting or a car or something? You had a claim on those things because you were the heir.  
They belonged to you. God has appointed Jesus as the heir and what has he given him as the heir?  
Well, in the Old Testament inheritance language was primarily wrapped up with the land of promise. 
Israel was to inherit Canaan the land of promise. Is this what Jesus has received as his inheritance? 
Well, yes, and more. Along with every other piece of real estate, Jesus is the heir of all things. How 
about the universe? See what is going on here is the author is alluding to Psalm two. You're many of 
you are familiar with Psalm two. The Psalmist posed the questions, "Why do the nations rage? Why are 
they in opposition to God? The rulers of the earth come together and take their stand against the Lord 
and his anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart." And what is God's response? "He who sits in 
the heavens laughs", the psalmist says. And his response to the nation's in rebellion, is to install his 
king in Zion, his holy hill, and he asks of the king, this question, "Ask of me, and I will make the nation's 
your heritage and the ends of the earth, your possession." The risen faithful, obedient son, Jesus Christ 
has received that inheritance. He has been installed on Mount Zion above and the father says, “What 
shall I give to my son?”  And Jesus says, “Yes, I'll take Israel. And I'll take America, north and south. I'll 
take Asia, Africa, Europe. Just give me all the nations and the ends of the earth.” Jesus has been 
exalted king over the world, so that as Abraham Kuyper so famously said, and he is exactly right, 
“There is not one square inch of planet Earth over which the risen and reigning Christ does not stretch 
forth his hand and say mine.” It's all his. But didn't already belong to him anyway? Maybe you should be 
asking that question when you read verse two. The phrase should trouble us a bit. He appointed the 
son, heir. Appointed! 
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And we should read that and wonder, well, how could the Son be appointed heir of all things? After all, 
He is the God who created the universe. The author is going to say that in the next verse. So, if he 
created it, doesn't he already own it? So, how is he appointed heir?	
	
The Son lays claim over all things not just as God and Creator. But as the obedient, faithful incarnate 
Son.  The divine human son, who took on flesh and was faithful to God and paid for sin and rose from 
the dead and has received an inheritance. The divine Son became the incarnate Son.  And he has 
been appointed king over the cosmos. Does that relativize a bit your concerns about who ends up in 
the White House? It's okay to be concerned for our country and where it's headed and who's in 
leadership. It is right to pray about those things. I concern myself with such things I emailed my South 
Jordan representative this week about some things I am concerned about.  But it is all relativized, by 
this fact. The divine human Son, the incarnate Christ, has been installed as king in heaven and rules 
the world and receive the nations as his reward. That's what we confess, as Christians. Behold, his 
exaltation is the incarnate Son.    
 
Number two. Behold His divinity as the creator of the world, verse two again, "Whom he appointed air 
of all things, through whom also he created the world." So, the author takes us from the son's human 
achievement now to his divine power in creation. The Son is the agent of creation. He himself is 
uncreated. All their things, all things, find their origin in Him, but he himself is un-originated. John 1 says 
it this way, verses one through three, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God, all things were made through him, and without 
Him was not anything made, that was made." So, this is an easy one, even for kids, if nothing was 
made apart from the Son, then what exists that the Son didn't make. I should put that positively. If 
Jesus made everything then what existed before Jesus made it? Nothing. Which means there was 
never a time when the Son did not exist. He was, is and always will be uncreated life in himself. It's so 
wonderful, and glorious, we can't even comprehend it. This eternal, infinite God, we can't even 
remember ourselves from 10 years ago. My friend from college decided to send me a couple weeks 
ago pictures from his wedding where I was a groomsman. It was from 11 years ago, those pictures. 
And then I had another friend of last week, send me a picture of myself in Chapel at Southern Seminary 
from eight years ago. It's like everyone's trying to remind me how old I'm getting. I couldn't remember 
the things I was doing in those wedding pictures from 11 years ago, I just don't remember the setting. I 
don't remember posing like that. I just don't remember. I remember going but I don't remember any of it.  
Isn't it interesting is as children of Adam as human beings, we think we are so wise and sophisticated 
and smart and philosophical, that we come up with these clever questions that we think nobody can 
answer like, if God is all powerful, can he make a rock so heavy, that he himself can't lift it, and we kind 
of pat ourselves on the back for our wisdom.  Meanwhile, we can't even remember what we were doing 
11 years ago. And yet the Christ we worship is the eternal Son infinite in glory and wisdom and power. 
So, great, that he must condescend to even talk to us like babies so we can understand his being. Goo-
goo. Gaga.  
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The Son of God knows every detail of his creation, and everything that has ever happened past, 
present, and will happen in the future. He's the one who made it all in wisdom. Right now, there is some 
lonely earwig crawling around in my basement.  In some crevice that we will never find. And yet God 
made it and knows it's every move.  Right now, there are subatomic particles invisible to the human 
eyes smaller than atoms, that our best scientists struggle to figure out. The Son of God made them all 
in infinite wisdom. God made the world through his Son.  He's the agent of creation. I mean, they'll 
wonder when Jesus was on the boat and the storm is raging the disciples are freaking out and he's 
taking a nap and they're like, “Don't you care about us?” And he gets up and he tells the wind and the 
waves and the storm cut it out already. And guess what they listen. Why? Because they know their 
maker. I mean, just try that sometime. When it's snowing really hard. Snow, can you please stop? I 
mean, try that sometime when you're sick and tell the virus, “Just leave my body.”  It's not gonna work. 
No matter what the prosperity preachers tell you. You're not God.  
 
So, we say in the confession we believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God through him, all 
things were made. We give people all these reasons why they should believe and follow Jesus. And we 
should. There are lots of reasons. We talked about his grace and His kindness and his love, and his 
compassion and his mercy. Well, here's another one, why you should believe in Jesus, because he 
made the image.  And only the one who created you can redeem you. And that's why the Son of God 
became the incarnate Christ.   
 
Number three. But hold the Son as the very essence and character of God. So, now we're probing into 
even deeper realities. Look at verse three, "He is the radiance of the glory of God, and the exact imprint 
of his nature."  He is the radiance of God's glory. So, when I think about radiance, [that is] light radiating 
from a source, I think of the story of Moses, when God was going to abandon Israel for their sin, and 
Moses, so he desperately pleaded with God not to forsake them, because they would be nothing if God 
didn't go with them. And God said, he would go with him. And Moses said, Please show me your glory, 
right? And God puts him in the cleft of the rock, and he says, I'm going to pass by you. And I'll just give 
you a glimpse of my back. And he does that for Moses. And Moses sees a small glimpse of the back of 
God. And so incredible, was the manifestation of God's glory that Moses his face, shone with 
brightness to the degree that the people were afraid of him when he came down the mountain. And I 
tell you that story, because that is not what's going on here.  
 
Jesus isn't a mirror reflection. He is the radiance of the glory of God.  God's glory is God himself in the 
perfection of His Majesty and beauty. The sun is the radiance, the effulgence of God's glory, which is to 
say that the sun cannot be separated from the being and essence of God. How do you separate the 
light from the light? This is why we speak about the persons of the Trinity in terms of their relationships 
to one another, and not in terms of their essence because they share the same essence.  So, we say 
that the Father is the source, but not in a creative sense. He is never the one sent in the scriptures. He 
is God, the Father, the Son is eternally the son, in relationship to the Father. He is begotten, but not in a 
creative sense. He is eternally begotten; the Son is not becoming the radiance. There is never a time 
when he was not the radiance. He has always eternally been the Son in relation to the Father. And so, 
our Nicene Creed, which we confessed today, is not the invention of human beings. But the clear 
teaching of Scripture we confess. We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God be gotten 
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from the Father, before all ages, God from God, light from light, True God from true God, begotten, not 
made of the same essence as the Father and in the same vein, the author of Hebrews also says that 
the sun is the exact imprint of his nature. He uses the imagery from the impression that was made by 
coins. The impression is the same as the image. The Son shares the exact same nature and essence 
as God. In John 14:9, Jesus said, "Have you been with me so long and you still do not know me, 
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father." This is all sounds like heady theology, you're 
thinking, I'm starting to feel like that person at the Ferguson sermon. Yeah, it's not really doing anything 
for me. But you're wrong. Here's what it should do for you; lead you to worship the Son.   
 
You realize you and I haven't even begun to explore the depths of the Jesus we worship and adore.  
You and I haven't even begun to fathom the beauty of the glory of the one we sing about here. We 
haven't even begun to contemplate the depths of his love for us the radiance of the glory of God taking 
on flesh. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven. He became incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit in the Virgin Mary and was made human [and] he was crucified. For us under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered and was buried.  God from God, light from light, begotten not made. He's the one who loves 
me and gave himself up for me.  Not doing anything for me. It's your life.   
 
Number four. Behold the Son as the providential sustainer of the universe. Verse three, "He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the Universe by the 
word of his power." You hear what he's saying, the sun not only created the universe, and everything in 
it, he carries it, he bears it up, he carries it along.  It makes you think of that image from Greek 
mythology of Atlas, the Titan holding up the world on his shoulders. [That is] not what's going on here.  
 
The Son is not only holding the universe and everything in it together, moment by moment, he is 
sovereignly, carrying it and all its events along to their appointed end. He upholds [and] carries all of it 
by the word of his power. That word is his purpose and his will. Whereby he does uphold direct, 
dispose and govern all creatures, and things from the greatest even to the least, by his most holy and 
wise providence to the end for which they were created, according unto his infallible for knowledge and 
the free and immutable Counsel of his own will, to the praise of the glory of His wisdom, power, justice, 
infinite goodness, and mercy. [The] 1689 London Baptist confession of faith, chapter five on 
providence. [You] should read it. God the Son does not sit by passively like me on my chair, when I'm 
exhausted, letting events and chaos unfold around me in the person of [my children]. He is actively 
governing all things and holding all things together he has established the laws of nature, but those 
laws of nature fall under the providential rule of God who uses them and upholds them for his purposes. 
If Jesus Christ were to remove his providential power, for one moment, the universe would collapse, 
and we would cease to exist, because we all live and move and have our being in him.  
 
Last week, I said Your heart is beating right now. Because the Son keeps it beating. And that is true, 
and it will stop on the appointed day that he is determined. It's not just that he keeps your heart beating. 
It's that he holds everything together. Think about his power and try to quantify it. I think about the 
ecosystem, whatever the world that is.  After studying biology, the ecosystem this interaction of living 
organisms and non-living organisms that all relate to create an environment in which the living 
organisms can survive and thrive. It's all held together by the Son. We have oxygen to breathe right 
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now because there are enough phytoplankton in the ocean, pumping oxygen into the air through the 
process of photosynthesis. We have air to breathe because the Son governs it all. How is it that lions 
and tigers and bears, oh my, have enough food to eat? Why does there always seem to be enough 
wildebeest for the hyenas and enough grass for the wildebeest? Because the Son governs the world in 
his providential care for all creatures. The economic prosperity that a nation experiences or the 
economic recession rising and falling by the providential rule of the Son. Right now, he restrains evil 
doers bent on mass destruction to keep them from enacting their wicked schemes, and at times, he 
removes his restraining hand to unleash them on the world for his good purposes and grand designs. 
Why don't we have a definitive president yet for next year? We don't have a definitive president yet, 
ultimately, because God through the Son is so governing our situation to be exactly where he wants us 
to be in this moment of history, for his purpose. He governs it all. [He] upholds the universe by the word 
of his power.  
 
Everyone has their attention on the number of COVID cases right now. And might I remind you that the 
number of cases that microscopic COVID virus, unseen to the naked eye, that attaches itself to a 
molecule of dust and flies through the air, only to land on your face, happens by the providential rule of 
the Son. I'm not saying any of this to encourage recklessness. I'm pointing you to the power of the Son 
to embolden you with confidence and trust that he rules your life and holds your body together and 
brings people and trials and joys and pleasures and pains and sorrows into your life so that whatever 
befalls any of his elect, is by his appointment for their glory, for His glory, and their good. Does that do 
anything for you?   
 
Well, in light of those four statements, the next one should make us fall on our faces.  
 
Number five.  Behold the Son who has made purification for sins and sat down at God's right hand. 
Verse three, "After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high." 
[He is] creator of everything, radiance of God's glory, the imprint of his nature, governing the universe, 
upholding it by the word of his power. He's the one who made purification for our sins. He made 
purification for sins, [there is], I mean, really no way to capture how shocking that should be. If you were 
at the White House, and you got sick, forgive the gross illustration, and you threw up, and it was all over 
the floor and you went to a different room and they told you to just be a minute the president is cleaning 
it up, you'd be like, "The President!"  Doesn't he have a butler or a janitor or something? Why is he 
doing it? I don't want him doing it.  
 
The Son made purification for your sin.  The language of purification is the language of the priesthood, 
and atonement. purification was the work of priests making atonement and cleansing for that which was 
unclean. So, the author is already anticipating his argument about the superior priesthood of Christ that 
he's going to develop later like in Hebrews 9. Let me read you these verses; 11 through 14.  "But when 
Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come then through the greater and more 
perfect tense, not made with hands, that is not of this creation, entered once for all into the holy places 
not by means of the blood of goats and calves, but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. For the blood of goats and Bulls in the sprinkling of deviled persons with the ashes of a 
heifer sanctified, sanctified for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ who 
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through the eternal spirit, offered himself without blemish to God purify our conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God?" (Hebrews 9:11-14) See, Hebrews one doesn't take very long to get to the very 
heart of the gospel. Jesus, and Jesus alone has made purification for sins. And sin is the problem. We 
have a stain that simply won't come off. Every time [my children] eat smoothies, every day, my two-
year-old spills juice, raspberry, strawberry, blueberry, wrapped up into one, on his shirt. We have to boil 
water immediately, pour it on the shirt, and get the stain out. Sometimes those stains become so 
embedded they're just not coming out.  
 
You know, and I know there's no getting the stain of sin out of our conscience. Those sins have stained 
us beyond cleansing, and we know as dark is the stain that we cannot hide what can avail to wash it 
away?  It's just not going anywhere. It's like leprosy in the ancient world. It simply wouldn't come off. 
And you remember into the Old Covenant God's remedy for leprosy. As I've said before, it wasn't 
medicine. It was sacrifice and atonement because that leprosy represented the physical uncleanness 
and the spiritual uncleanness, that we all have. So, when the leper came to Jesus, he didn't say Jesus, 
if you are willing, you can make me better. He said Jesus, if you're willing, you can make me clean. 
Jesus said, I am willing.   That's us!  We're the leper.  The stain won't come off.  The spiritual 
uncleanness is there as children of Adam who have violated God's law.  It never ceases to amaze me 
that when people are honest, how much they really do struggle with guilt and shame. Why is it there in 
all of us? It's due to the stain of sin.  It won't come off and the reminder day after day hides in our 
conscience condemning us for our thoughts, words, and deeds. But that is exactly the backdrop for 
understanding the gospel. The Son of God incarnate made purification for sins.  How?  By his cross 
and his death and his sacrifice once for all. No other cleansing needed than the cleansing Jesus 
provides. He sat down at the right hand of God.  It's finished.  
 
After this sermon, forgive me if I sit down because it's over and the work is done and my back hurts. 
Christ's work of atonement is done. There is no more purification left to be made. Don't add your good 
works to what Jesus has done. If Jesus washes the car, it's as clean as it's ever going to get. Don't 
bring your rag and say you missed a spot. Let me do it. That's what you do when you think you can 
bring your goodness to God. It blasphemes, the work of the Son.  It's done!  Hebrews 10:11-14 says, 
"In every priest stands daily at his service offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time, a single sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right 
hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemy should be made a footstool for his feet, for by a 
single offering he has perfected for all time, those who are being sanctified."  This is the gospel friends. 
As John Stott has said, “Only God can do what man ought to do.” Only God can do what man ought to 
do. We ought to pay for our sins, for we are guilty, we ought to make atonement for them. But we can't.  
Only God can.  And God the incarnate son, who upholds the universe and created every molecule in it 
and shares the essence of God took on flesh and died for us to make us clean. That's the gospel. That 
is your only hope, in life, and in death. And you must come to him in repentance, and faith. So, I leave 
you with verse four, "Having become as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs." We'll talk about this more next week.  
But let me leave you with this question. If the Son is God, wasn't he always superior to angels? He 
made them. He became superior to angels. How? As God, the Son incarnate. And you know why he is 
superior to angels? Angels, these majestic, incredible, powerful, amazing glorious beings that we see in 
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the Bible. [Do] you know why the sun is superior to them? Because no angel can redeem one human 
soul from death. The God-man, God the Son incarnate, came to help the offspring of Abraham. And he 
has won our salvation and obtained eternal redemption, by his obedience and has now been exalted to 
the right hand of God in heaven, above every creature that is named including the angels, and rules 
them all by divine right? And by human achievement, do you know this Christ? Behold your God in the 
person of Jesus Christ. And here's what it should do for all of us. offer the only appropriate response to 
encountering Jesus in the pages of Scripture, which is worship. So, let us worship together.   
 
Let's pray.   
 
Father, we ask that you would forgive us for being so enamored with things that we won't even 
remember in five years, when we give so little attention to what you have spoken in your Son.   And I 
pray that you would fix our gaze on Him. And then whatever those things are that are pulling us away 
from him that they would be removed and crushed by the supremacy of Christ who rules all. We pray 
that we would be a church that believes Hebrews one, one through four. And that it would affect us 
daily in our actions as we seek to bring every thought and deed under the Lordship of the risen and 
reigning Christ. And so, we turn now our voices and our minds together in unison to say, my Jesus, I 
love thee and To God be the glory for the great things he has done. Amen.	


